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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 186 


[Abstract:] Relative to letter from O’Rourke, Supervising Architect, requesting a report, asks to 
outstanding liabilities incurred to courthouse authority from Dept. 

The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendent’s Office, 

June 15, 1894 

Dr. Eugene Townsend 
Superintendent 

Sir 


Circular letter received this morning from Treasury Dept. Supervising Architects office 
dated June 12th directed to “Custodian”. The title of “Custodian” of the U.S. Mint Philada. is 
merely a local title, and the Superintendent is the only purchasing agent consequently he is the 
Custodian proper. The Mint is a manufacturing branch of the Treasury Dept, and an order system 
established for guidance &c. and do not pay bills on vouchers, paying cash through cashier upon 
approval of Superintendent would say that in answering enquiry of letter 

“as to items Repairs and preservation of public buildings 1894” 

“Heating, hoisting and ventilating apparitions for public buildings 1894” 

“Vaults, safes and locks for public building 1894” 

Would say we have no liabilities in the sense implied in circular letter. There is at times 
allowed or recommended by Sec. of Treasury and appropriation for vaults &c. and in this latter 
case you would be required to report, as to vouch signing same and approving the work after the 
architects inspector examined and reported thereon. We have nothing that I know of chargeable 
to appropriations as mentioned by reference on pages 19, 20, and 21 of Instructions to 
Custodians” These instructions you will find filed among Supts. papers received by Col. O.C. 
Bosby shell late Supt. 

Very Respectfully 
James E. MacLaue 
Custodian 



